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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 have been examined. Application 09/939,955 (digital CONTENT 

CREATOR/ REPRODUCER AND ADVERTISEMENT DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM) haS a filing date 

08/27/2001 and foreign data 08/29/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "said advertisement information" in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rhoads 
(US 6,614,914). 

As per claims 1 , 5 and 17, Rhoads teaches: 

A digital content creator for inserting electronic watermarked data into a digital 
content, said electronic watermarked data in which a URL (Uniform Resource Locator) 
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of a Web site providing advertisement information is described (see column 41, lines 
15-25; column 39, lines 60-67). 

As per claims 2, 6 and 18, Rhoads teaches: 

The digital content creator defined in claim 1, wherein said digital content 
comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 
As per claim 13, Rhoads teaches: 

An advertisement information distribution system comprising: 
a communication line (see column 41 , lines 15-40); 

a digital content reproducer and an advertisement site which are interconnected 
to said communication line (see column 41, lines 15-40); and 
a digital content creator (see column 37, lines 55-67); 

said digital content creator having means for inserting electronic watermarked 
data into a digital content (see column 37, lines 35-67); 

said digital content reproducer having means for detecting electronic 
watermarked data from a digital content into which electronic watermarked data is 
inserted (see column 40, lines 7-35); means for reading out advertisement information 
from an advertisement site specified by a value of electronic watermarked data through 
said communication line; means for reproducing digital contents (see column 40, lines 
7-35; column 41, lines 15-40); and 

means for displaying a reproduced digital content and said advertisement 
information (see column 41, lines 15-40); 
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said advertisement site having means for distributing goods or services (see 
column 41, lines 15-40). 

As per claim 14, Rhoads teaches: 

The advertisement information distribution system defined in Claim 13, wherein 
said communication line comprises the Internet (see column 41, lines 15-40). 
As per claim 15, Rhoads teaches: 

The advertisement information distribution system defined in Claim 14, wherein a 
URL of a Web site supplying advertisement information is described to said electronic 
watermarked data (see column 39, lines 55-67). 

As per claim 16, Rhoads teaches: 

The advertisement information distribution system defined in Claim 13, wherein 
said digital content comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 

As per claims 3, 7 and 1 9, Rhoads teaches: 

A digital content creation method comprising the steps of: 

creating a DCT coefficient by subjecting a digital content to discrete cosine 
conversion (see column 10, lines 17-45); and 

inserting electronic watermarked data into said DCT coefficient (see column 10, 
lines 17-45); 

said electronic watermarked data in which a URL of a Web site supplying 
advertisement information is described (see column 39, lines 60-67). 
As per claims 4, 8 and 20, Rhoads teaches: 
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The digital content creation method defined in Claim 19, wherein said digital 
content comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 
As per claims 9 and 21 , Rhoads teaches: 

A digital content reproduction method, wherein electronic watermarked data 
inserted into a digital content is detected and said digital content is manifested on a 
display, comprising the steps of: 

receiving said advertisement information by accessing a Web site supplying 
advertisement information based on a value of said electronic watermarked data and 
manifesting said advertisement information on said display (see column 41, lines 15- 
40). 

As per claims 1 0 and 22, Rhoads teaches: 

The digital content reproduction method defined in Claim 21, wherein said digital 
content comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 

As per claims 1 1 and 23, Rhoads teaches: 

A digital content reproduction method comprising the steps of 

extracting a DCT coefficient from a digital content into which electronic 
watermarked data is inserted (see column 10, lines 17-45); 

detecting said electronic watermarked data inserted into said DCT coefficient 
(see column 10, lines 17-45); 

subjecting said DCT coefficient to inverse discrete cosine conversion and then 
reproducing said digital content (see column 10, lines 17-45); 

displaying said reproduced digital content (see column 10, lines 45-55); 
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receiving said advertisement information by accessing a Web site supplying 
advertisement information based on a value of said electronic watermarked data and 
displaying said advertisement information (see column 41, lines 15-40). 
As per claims 12 and 24, Rhoads teaches: 

The digital content reproduction method defined in Claim 23, wherein said digital 
content comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 9-25). 
As per claim 25, Rhoads teaches: 

An advertisement information distribution method comprising the steps of: 
inserting electronic watermarked data into a digital content (see column 39, lines 
60-67); 

outputting the digital content into which said electronic watermarked data is 
inserted (see column 40, lines 9-30); 

extracting electronic watermarked data from the digital content into which said 
electronic watermarked data is inserted (see column 40, lines 7-27); 

reading out the advertisement information from a Web site specified by a value of 
said electronic watermarked data (see column 41, lines 15-40); and 

displaying said digital content and said advertisement information (see column 
41, lines 15-40). 

As per claim 26, Rhoads teaches: 

The advertisement information distribution method defined in Claim 25, wherein a 
URL of said Web site supplying advertisement information is described to said 
electronic watermarked data (see column 41, lines 15-45). 
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As per claim 27, Rhoads teaches: 

The advertisement information distribution method defined in Claim 25, wherein 
said digital content comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 
As per claim 28, Rhoads teaches: 

A computer readable recording medium on which a program is recorded, said 
program making a computer execute the step of creating a DCT coefficient by discrete- 
cosineconverting a digital content and the step of inserting electronic watermarked data 
into said DCT coefficient (see column 10, lines 17-45); 

an URL of a Web site supplying advertisement information being described to 
said electronic watermarked data (see column 41 , lines 15-40). 

As per claim 29, Rhoads teaches: 

The recording medium defined in Claim 28, wherein said digital content 
comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 9-25). 
As per claim 30, Rhoads teaches: 

A computer readable recording medium on which a program is recorded, said 
program making a computer execute the step of extracting a DCT coefficient from a 
digital content into which electronic watermarked data is inserted, the step of detecting 
said electronic watermarked data inserted into said DCT coefficient, the step of inverse- 
discrete cosine converting said DCT coefficient to reproduce a digital content (see 
column 10, lines 17-45), and the step of displaying the reproduced digital content, said 
computer storing a program for executing the steps of receiving said advertisement 
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information by accessing the web site based on a value of said electronic watermarked 
data and displaying said advertisement information (see column 41 , lines 15-40). 
As per claim 31 , Rhoads teaches: 

The recording medium defined in Claim 30, wherein said digital content 
comprises an advertisement image (see column 40, lines 7-25). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Rhoads (US 6,553,129) teaches a computer system linked by using information 
in data objects. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Lastra 
March 1 1 , 2006 



